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MINISTRY OF SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT 
(Transport Wing) 

New Delhi, the 22nd Oct. 1984. 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

S.O. 804(E).—The Government of India iu the 
Ministry of Shipping and Transport amended the 
Solatium Fund Scheme, 1982 vide Notification No. 
168-E, published in the Gazette of India, Extra¬ 
ordinary, On 9th March, 1983 in Part 11 Section 3(ii). 
The provisions of the amended scheme were brought 
into force retrospectively with effect from the 1st 
October 1982, the date on which the Solatium Fund 
Scheme came into force. 

2. The amendment primarily related to empower¬ 
ing the Claims Enquiry Officer to entertain claim 
application even after the expiry of the period of one 
month. The Solatium Fund Scheme had made a 
provision for providing immediate financial relief to 
the victim of grievious hurt or the heirs of the de¬ 
creased involved in hit-and-run cases. It was stipula¬ 


ted that the claim applications be filed within one 
month of such hit-and-run motor accidents. Since-the 
introduction of Solatium Fund Scheme was entirely 
a new concept, various implementing agencies in the 
State]Union Territory Administrations took some time 
to organize themselves to entertain such claims. Fur¬ 
ther despite various steps to publicise the availability 
of facilities being made available, it was observed that 
the* public was not fully aware of this socially bene¬ 
ficial measure. It was tlierefoie, considered necessary 
that ffi the initial stage, the time-limit fur entertaining 
receipt of Claim applications from those who could not 
file their claims d'ue to lack of information may be 
extended. The intention behind this amendment was 
that the benefit of financial relief could be made 
available to all eases from the date of implementation 
of the Scheme itself. The notification number 168-E 
the Solatium Fund (Amendment) Scheme, 1983 was 
therefore given retrospective effect from the 1st 
October, 1982. Giving of retrospective effect has not 
affected anyone pre-judicially. 

[File No. TGM-28|82J. 

G. J. MISRA, Joint Secy. 
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